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Board of Directors 


Ron Walch 
President 
Michael McCulloch 
Secretary/Treasurer 
826-3350 
Gregg Grissom 
826-4162 
Bill Jackson 
826-9589 
Maxine Eastman Jackson 
826-9589 
Dwight Pech 
826-1793 
Teresa Schleigh 
826-7237 
Loren Walch 
826-2759 


Staff: 
Susan Shoemaker 
Office Manager 
826-1513 


The Lake Creek Historical Society 
operates as a nonprofit Oregon cor- 
poration qualified by the IRS as a 
charitable organization as defined 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Code. 
All contributions (less $5) to the LCHS 
are deductible to the full extent allowed 
by faw. The Society maintains and 
adheres to a policy of nondiscrimina- 
tion and equal opportunity. 


Administrative and membership of- 
fices are at the Lake Creek Pioneer 
Hall, 1739 South Fork Little Butte 
Creek Road, Eagle Point, Oregon 
97524, telephone (503) 826-1513. 


The Lake Creek Historical Society 
maintains an affiliate membership with 
the Oregon Historical Society, 1230 
SW Park Avenue West, Portland, Or- 
egon 97205, telephone (503) 222- 
1741. 


Current board members, left to right, Ron Walch, Greg Grissom, Mike 
McCulloch, Teresa Schleigh, Dwight Pech, Executive Director Susan 
Shoemaker, Bill Jackson and Maxine Jackson. Not present: Loren Walch. 


Wanted: a few good people 


An organization is only as But a directorship is not a 
good as its leadership, and the lifetime position, and like the 
Lake Creek Historical Society has Marines, the Lake Creek Histori- 
been blessed with a talented, cal Society could use a few good 
hard-working board that has people. If you are a team-ori- 
fostered the Society’s growth ented person who is interested in 
over the past seven years. Continued on page 3 


Calendar of Events 


Monthly Meetings: 
Lake Creek Learning Center: third Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Lake Creek Historical Society, third Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Lake Creek Rural Fire District, third Monday, 5 p.m. 


April or May: Third Annual Spring Art Show 


Summer: Quilt show 


August: Annual Antique Doll Show 


September: Annual Lake Creek Rural Fire District 
BBQ fundraiser 
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LCHS Board 
@has three 
Openings 


Continued from page 2 

helping preserve and present the 
history of Lake Creek as a board 

member, your talent and energy 

will be welcomed. 

Board members conduct the 
business of the Society at 
monthly public meetings and 
usually work on one or more of 
the Society’s projects. 

You can join new directors 
Teresa Schleigh and Dwight 
Pech, who came on board this 
year, joining veterans Greg 
Grissom, Bill Jackson, Maxine 
Jackson, Mike McCulloch, Loren 
Walch and Ron Walch. Society 
bylaws call for no fewer than five 


@r no more than 11 board 


members. 

The Society would also like 
to extend its gratitude to past 
board members. Darlene 
McCulloch, who served on the 
board from January 1994 until 
July 1997, was a tireless worker, 
and put in many hours planning 
and maintaining landscaping 
around the hall. She has been in 
charge of the tree planting 
project between Lake Creek Loop 
Road and the Grange. Darlene 
has graciously offered to con- 
tinue working on the tree project. 

Other past board members 
include Bud Bowling, Jeannie 
Bruce, Chris Duke, Joan Jensen, 
Jerry Stone, Shirley Stone, Rich- 
ard Sumner and Ralph Wehinger. 

For more information, con- 


@iac Executive Director Susan 


Shoemaker at 826-1513. 


Remember the Lake Creel 
Historical Society in your will 


A will is a document 
that tells others how you 
wish to divide your assets 
— cash, property and 
personal possessions that 
you leave behind when you 
die. Without a valid will, 
these important decisions 
are left up to the courts, 
which may not correspond 
with your wishes. 

With a will, your estate 
is divided among the people 
and organizations you 
choose and care about. 

Remembering the Lake 
Creek Historical Society is a 
very thoughtful choice that 
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The Lake Creek Letteris published biannu- 
ally by the Lake Creek Historical Society and 
distributed to members and others as de- 
signed by the Board of Directors. Subscrip- 
tion is free with membership. Single issues 
and back copies are available for $1 each. 
Copyright © 1994 by the Lake Creek His- 
torical Society. No part of this publication 
may be reprinted without written permission 
from the Society. 


Address all editorial communications to: 
Lake Creek Letter, c/o Lake Creek 
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97524. 


, LAKE CREEK 


leaves a legacy of history for 
your children and your 
children’s children. It 
ensures the continuation of 
the good work that has 
begun in Lake Creek to 
preserve our past for future 
generations to enjoy. 

If you don’t have a will, 
you should consider having 
one drawn up. And if you 
appreciate the work of the 
Lake Creek Historical 
Society, remembering us in 
your will is one method of 
expressing that appreciation 
in a meaningful way. 


We are happy to consider queries and con- 
tributions. All material must be submitted 
with the writer's name, address and tele- 
phone. We cannot retum material submit- 
ted unless a postage paid return envelope 
is included. The Lake Creek Historical So- 
ciety will take care with all materials sub- 
mitted, but cannot be responsible for loss 
or damage. 


Postmaster: Lake Creek Historical Soci- 
ety special bulk mailing privileges were ap- 
proved January 29, 1991, with authoriza- 
tion to mail at the special bulk rates at Eagle 
Point, Oregon 97524. Authorization No. 
0490979-TGG. 
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Doll show is an €ven 
bigger hit the fifth 
time around 


Pioneer Hall was host to show was a popular success, 
the fifth annual Lake Creek with a steady stream of visi- 
Doll Show on Saturday, Aug. tors throughout the day. 

23. As in previous years, the The theme of the show 


was “A Day in the Country,” 
and it featured antique and 
modern dolls as well as old 
toys. 

Winner of the porcelain 
Shirley Temple Doll raffle was 
Society Executive Director 
Susan Shoemaker. The doll 
(see photo at right), was hand- 
painted by Linda Lee Sutton, 
and came with a wardrobe. 

Admission was free, but 
the event raised funds for 
local charities through the 
raffle and a sale of dolls. 
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Spring Art Show again brings out 
@ the best of local artists, artisans 


It may not be Santa Fe, but 
Lake Creek has plenty of artistic 
talent. That was apparent at the 
second annual Spring Art 
Show and Sale, which 
featured the work of 
local artists and arti- 
sans. 

The show, which 
was held April 19-20, 
featured the works of 
Victor Gardener, violin, 
viola and cello maker; 
Teresa Schleigh, award winning 
western artist in oil and pencil; 
Dan Wilkins, maker of hand- 


crafted original design furniture; 


Sue Kupillas, water color artist; 


By Christine Reising 

The violin-cello duet at the 
Lake Creek Art show was richer 
and fuller than a symphony in 
an elegant, acoustically perfect 
concert hall. 

Years before this annual 
event in Pioneer Hall, Victor 
Gardener took local wood to the 
Lake Creek home he had built 
not far from the family home- 
stead where he was born. There, 
he fashioned it into the instru- 
ments whose music filled the 
room. 

One of the musicians, Gerry 
Paré, had been a student of 
Victor’s before she herself be- 


“The Bond,” a pencil drawing by 
Teresa Schleigh 


came a teacher of stringed 
instruments. 

The audience was Lake Creek 
residents and their friends. Some 
listeners were dressed in de- 
signer clothes fit for a big city 
theater, but most wore overalls 
or jeans with oversized buckles 
and cowboy boots. 

They listened as they ran 
their hands over the smooth 
walnut of Dan Wilkins’ hand- 
crafted table, as they felt the 
pattern weave of Diane Plount’s 
Navajo-like blankets, and as they 
fingered Dave Overdorf’s carv- 
ings of native fish despite the 
“Do Not Touch” signs. 


Jeannie Bruce, photographer; 


Wade Overdorf, hand painted 
carvings of native fish; and 
Diane Plount, weavings, 
specializing in Navajo 
techniques. 

The show included an 
opportunity to visit 
with the artists and a 
musical performance. 

Cellist Gerry Paré per- 
formed ona cello made by 
Gardener. A musician and 
teacher of stringed instru- 
ments, Ms. Paré was a student of 
Gardener and is a graduate of the 
Chicago School of Violin Making. 


2eflections on the Art Show 


They listened as they ad- 
mired Sue Kupillas’s watercolors, 
as they let Jeannie Bruce’s photo- 
graphs transport them to lakes 
and sunsets, and as they ad- 
mired the detail in Teresa 
Schleigh’s pencil drawings, 
especially her newest work, a 
portrait of Victor Gardener. 

Victor had come to spend an 
afternoon in his hometown, 
talking with folks about his 
violins, violas and cellos. Years 
earlier he had gathered maple, 
spruce and mountain mahogany 
and, using homemade tools, 
found a way to call music from 

Continued on page 6 
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In the I9S4Qs and ‘50s, the Lake Creek 
store grew Sule changed with the times 


Continued from page 7 

ice cream at first, but the Lake 
Creekers didn’t care. They 
bought sixty-five gallons of it the 
first month after refrigeration 
went in. 

Bert tells of Hap Nygren, 
now dead, who came back to 
return an extra dime of change 
received in error. 

“Those people, with only an 
exception or two, were the best 
folks you ever lived around,” 
Bert maintains stoutly. 

Another of Bert’s improve- 
ments, a roof, new floor and 
steps at both ends of the porch 
did make it possible for one 
handsome rancher in moments 


the time it was built by store owners Walt and Edythe Antles in the early 


of exuberance to ride his horse 1920s until it burned down in 1941. 
lickety split across the porch. 
Alfred and Agnes Nelson ~~ the last part of 1949. Bert threw Dodenhoffs continued to live in ) 
bought the store and a quarter in the apple tree that Alfred the Wyant home until the fall of 
acre of ground from Dodenhoffs wanted for good measure. The 1951 when they moved to Red- 


mond. The Nelsons lived in 
quarters added to the store 
building. 

The Nelsons sold the store to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rollie Davis 
around the end of 1955. This 
family operated it until about 
1960. 

Mr. and Mrs. U.S. Atkinson 
operated the store from 1960 
until 1967. They sold to a Philip 
Dunkel and Al Humpert. It was 
during this time that the Lake 
Creek Post Office was dropped 
from service despite vigorous 
protest from the local populace. 
On August 1, 1968, Lake Creek 


| 
Everybody had fun at the dance hall across the street from the store from 2 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Rollie and Lillian Davis 
were another well-liked pair 
of storekeepers. 

Daughter Marilyn 
Maloney wasn’t living at 
home, but she does remem- 
ber some details of her 
parents’ tenure. 

“Rollie always helped 
out the Sidley sisters who 
lived on the hill,” she said. 
“In fact, he helped out a lot 
of the neighbors.” 

Rollie worked at the 
Howard School in Medford, 


Davis years 


and would pick up supplies 
before heading home, so a 
cattleman needing feed 
could be sure the stock 
would be on hand. 

“The post office was in 
the store, and the school bus 
would stop and the kids 
who lived up the road 
would always pick up 
mail,” she says. “And they 
would get groceries for 
Mom, and of course candy 
if they could afford it.” 


Quilt display 
planned next 
Summer 


The Lake Creek Historical 
Society will participate in “The 
Whole Cloth,” a Southern Or- 
egon celebration of quilting 
during the summer of 1998. 

Principal exhibitions will be 
at the Rogue Gallery & Art 
Center in Medford, Schneider 
Museum in Ashland, and South- 
ern Oregon Historical Society in 
Medford. The exhibits may 
encompass, in addition to tradi- 
tional and contemporary quilts, 
many other uses of fabric as a 
medium of artistic expression. 

Other community-based 
historical societies in the county 
that are planning to offer quilting 
exhibits during the summer 
include Applegate Valley, Big 
Butte, Buncom, Eagle Point, Gold 
Hill, Talent, Upper Rogue and 
Woodville. 

The Lake Creek Historical 
Society is looking for quilts or 
other textile items, such as 
clothing or needlework, to 
include in the display. For more 
information, contact the Society 
at 826-1513. 


Later years became more challenging 


Continued from page 8 
became a route out of the Eagle 
Point Post Office. 

These partners sold the 
business to a Mr. Webb from the 
Los Angeles area. Mr. Webb in 

ae to involvement in the 


ovie production business, was 


a dealer in antiques. His time 
was divided between southern 
California and Lake Creek and 
his wife took a great deal of 
responsibility for operation of the 
store. , 

The store was acquired by 
the present owners (At the time 


of the writing of this article), Ben 
and Betty Humphrey in October 
of 1976. A person familiar with 
the store in the 1920s would find 
much that still looks familiar. The 
antique glass showcase display- 
ing jewelry appears to be the 
Continued on page 11 
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Lake Creek Store Evolves with the times 


Continued from page 9 

same that used to hold the candy 
that so intrigued the children of 
bygone days. 

The potbellied stove, which 
heats the building, may not be 
the same one, but be assured it is 
a close relative. It is easy to find 
the marks on the floorboards 
which show where the post office 
had been partitioned off. The 
room formerly storing stock feed 
now has hardware supplies with 
feed being sold from a room 
added more recently. 

The merchandise is much the 
same, but of course refrigerated 
cases hold cold drinks, frozen 
foods, and sandwiches to be 
heated in the microwave. The 
corner of the store, near the 
stove, has shelves and shelves of 
paperbacks. It is a “trading 
library.” The neighbors who stop 
in seem to regard the store as 
“home territory” much as they 
did in years gone by. 

Betty Humphrey seems to 
thoroughly enjoy the life of a 
storekeeper, although this former 
California resident had never 
been in merchandising before. 
She does admit that the local 
population does not completely 
support the business. 

They are patronized a great 
deal by tourists going to the 
lakes, by woodcutters, and most 
of all by the hunters. October is 
their best month, the one that 
helps them pay taxes and the 
high fire insurance. Betty is 
counting on seeing the insurance 
rate go down as soon as their 
local fire district is formed. 


Mrs. Humphrey says it is a 
good life, one that supplies them 
with a comfortable living in their 
attractive attached living quar- 
ters. There isn’t too much discre- 


tionary income left over, but 
Betty says, “It sure beats running 
a restaurant.” 
It seems that this small 
Continued on page 11 
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.... tore today 


Continuing in the effort 
to return the Lake Creek 
Store to its role as a commu- 
nity center, proprietor 
Ginny Carpenter has added 
a cafe, which has become a 
popular meeting place for 
morning coffee, breakfast 
and lunch. 

The restaurant is located 
where the old feed storage 
area was, but people who 
haven't been there since the 
remodeling wouldn’t 
recognize it. Windows on 
two sides let in light, and 
the modern but comfortable 
furnishings blend in well. 

The family style Friday 
night dinner (6-8 p.m.) has 


become a habit for many 
residents, who enjoy the 
opportunity to catch up 
with their neighbors. The 
full course meal includes 
soup and salad, homemade 
bread, two entrees (one 
meat and one vegetarian), 
homemade dessert and a 
drink. 

The Lake Creek Store 
still provides food, drink 
and other items, but it is no 
longer a fully-stocked 
general store. Instead, it has 
adapted to modern times, 
filling the role of a conve- 
nience store. 

For more information 
call Ginny at 826-9555. 
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Lifelong resident Buck Walch 
@remembers the Lake Creek Store 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The following greatest people I’ve ever seen I don’t know what will happen 

excerpts are from an oral history because I’ve seen him haul now. Atkinson had the biggest 

interview with Louts (Buck) Walch. people to town, and they’d buy volume because he was running 

Buck was recalling the store from the groceries there in town, and he’d $80,000. And if you take that 

1930s up to the present day. haul them back.” $80,000 now ... (to adjust for 
‘“(U.S.) Atkinson was the best inflation), you’d have to run 

“The store was the hub of it, store keeper that was there, after $200,000 through it.” 
you bet it was. ... The dairy men Louis Wyant, ... up until now — 


probably paid every month but I 
know that the cattlemen ... paid 
only once a year. The only time 
we ever went to town was (to go) 
to the doctor, or something like 
that. We never went to town over 


Another Lake Creek 
Store reflection 


three times a year. By Mark Flint he would pick up dry 
“Wyant carried the whole When I moved to Lake cleaning, tractor parts — 
community. And how they did it, Creek in 1959, Rollie and just about anything people 
I’ll never know. But when they Lillian Davis were the store needed. 
left here, when they sold out, owners. The result was a thriv- 
@r was a nail keg in there with I was drawn to the store, ing little business, and ona 
$16,000 in unpaid bills. Tdon’t ~as much-for who I might see good day the store would 
want to hear anybody say any- there as what I might be bring in close to $2,000. 
thing about the Wyant’s because able to buy with my earn- When the post office 
if anybody ever helped this ings from picking up beer closed, traffic dropped off, 
community, they’re the ones that bottles. Candy and fishing and around the same time 
did it. supplies were at the top of the community began to 
“Louis Wyant was one of the the list. change, with fewer people 
Rollie and Lillian were owning land and more 
easygoing and friendly, and commuting to town to 
Lake Creek Store I always felt welcome there. work. 
Continued from page 10 Rollie worked in town, But the newest owners 
country store will continue to so the store was more of a are adapting to that change, 
hold a vital spot in the lives of second income for the and it is encouraging to see 
the country folks there as long as Davises. the store not only growing 
people such as the Humphreys When they sold it in but continuing to provide a 
choose to meet the demands of 1960 to U.S. Atkinson, U.S. place where neighbors can 
time that a store requires. and his wife, Genevalin, put talk to one another. Too 
For Lake Creek, it would be a lot of energy into develop- many communities have 
sad indeed if this vital commu- ing more business. They lost that opportunity, and 
kept the prices of staples the result is people becom- 


nity center would be discontin- 
ued. It is a bit of Americana to be 
(Q@reasured and kept alive. 
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competitive with town, and ing more and more isolated. 


Be a part of History! 
Join the e 
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Lake Creek Historical Society 
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Eagle PointOR 97524 
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